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Our life here on earth is a journey.  We are born, we live and experience many and various things, 
and then we die. During this journey, we meet many people; we are affected by them and we in turn 
affect others.  Our faith journey is much the same.  We are born again in the waters of Holy Baptism.  
We live as children of God, are taught by many and various people in our church family who form 
and shape our faith, and we in turn help to shape the faith of others.  
 
This formation does not occur all at once.  It occurs over time, with false starts and bewildering turns 
and many distractions along the way.  Sometimes we seem to come full circle, back to the beginning 
where we wonder anew, “What does it all mean?”  While we are on this journey, we hopefully 
realize that we are not alone – that others journey with us.  We learn from each other, and we teach 
each other. Sometimes, we all learn together.  That is what this faith journey is all about.  It is not 
about knowing the answers, but knowing the One who does have all the answers. 
 
In the church, this journey is symbolized by our annual journey through the church year.  We begin 
with Advent; a time of preparation and hope.  During Christmas, we celebrate the birth of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Then at Epiphany, we celebrate the light of Christ coming into the 
world.  We are now in the midst of the Epiphany season, as we hear about the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry.  The gospel texts during this season contain stories about the calling of the disciples and 
miracles of healing.  
 
During Epiphany, we come back to ordinary time for a few weeks – that time in the church year 
where the color is green.  This is also a time when we experience some changes in the liturgy, like 
omitting the Kyrie, while continuing to sing the angels’ song from Christmas, Glory to God. We 
make these changes in our worship, not just to be different, but to mark the season. 
 
Soon, we will be changing seasons again.  On Ash Wednesday, we will mark the change from a 
celebration of light to a season of penitence.  We begin with the realization that we were created 
from dust, and to dust we will return.  We enter into a time of simplicity, using the regal color purple 
to symbolize somberness and solemnity.  Lent is a time to ponder our relationship with God and to 
realize our sinfulness; a time to practice the confession of sin rooted in the promise of God that 
comes through the cross of Christ.  During Lent, we often adopt a special discipline – adding prayers 
or Bible study, or perhaps giving up something we enjoy – as a part of our penitence.  
 
As we journey through Epiphany, celebrating the light, we realize that this is but one step on the 
journey through the church year.  Enjoy the journey, but prepare for change as we approach the next 
turn on our path.   
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IT’S TAX TIME AGAIN 

 
DAVIDSON COUNTY TAX COALITION 

 

FREE TAX PREPARATION 
 

FREE E-FILING OF STATE AND FEDERAL TAXES 
 

REFUNDS DIRECT DEPOSITED IN 2-3 WEEKS 
 
 

This year, Davidson County is again providing completely free tax preparation service for 
elderly, low and medium income taxpayers.  The program is called VITA – Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance.  The following places will have tax assistance available— Davidson Medical 
Ministries Clinic (243-7475) as well as the county libraries in Lexington (242-2005), 
Thomasville (474-2690), Denton (859-2215), West Davidson (853-4800) and North Davidson 
(242-2050).  Call for information about dates and times. 
 
Alan Hoppensteadt is again running the Denton site at the public library.  This site will be by 
appointment only starting on February 2nd and ending on April 15th.  You can call the library on 
859-2215 or see Alan for more information. 
 
When you come to your appointment, please remember to bring the following: 
 
 Your 2007 tax return 

Your social security card or Individual Taxpayer ID (ITIN) and a picture ID 
 A social security card for each person you claim on your taxes 
 All W2s and 1099s for wages, interest and dividends 
 Proof of any stimulus payment you received last year  
 Checking or savings account information for direct deposit of refunds 
 College tuition information 
 Childcare receipts and social security or EIN of all childcare providers 
 Contributions to qualified charities 
 If you think you can itemize please bring all contribution, medical, dental,  
                 mortgage interest, property and other tax receipts with you 
  
A change for 2008.  Property taxes on your primary residence can now be deducted even if you 
do not itemize deductions.  Make sure you bring a record of your property tax payments to 
whatever tax preparer you use. 

See Alan Hoppensteadt for more information. 
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North Carolina Synodical Women’s Organization (NCSWO) 
 

This is soup weather and this is just a reminder that the NCSWO saves 
all Campbell soup labels. These labels are turned in at the Synodical Gathering held at 
Lenoir-Rhyne in late May.  
 
We are asking for each of you to help us with this by simply bringing the entire 
Campbell soup label from your soup can. There is a container for these labels on the 
table in the hallway. These labels are sent to Crossnore School to assist with the 
purchase of equipment. Your help with these labels are greatly appreciated. Thank 
you.  
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7th Carolinas 
Global Mission Event 

 

Saturday, February 21, 2009 
St. John’s Lutheran Church* - Salisbury, NC  

 
• What is it? This one-day event, filled with activities, education, exhibits and multicultural music, 
delivers a global perspective on Christ’s Church. Sponsored by the North Carolina and South 
Carolina Synods, the focus is on global missions, hunger awareness, justice and peace. 
 
• Tell me more. This day of Lutheran fellowship is filled with fascinating speakers and workshop 
leaders, global and ELCA visitors, missionaries, colorful exhibits, lively global music and stirring 
worship. 
 
• It’s a “passing on faith” family event. There are special programs for children and also for 
youth. Increase your children’s awareness of their church and its witness in the world. 
 
• Take it home. Discover ideas and resources for bringing the global church, its challenges and its 
witness, into your congregation. There will be a bookstore and a global market of handicrafts and 
fair trade items for sale. 
 

 
 
*St. John’s Lutheran Church is located at 
200 W. Innes Street, Salisbury, NC 28144 
Saturday, February 21, 2009 
St. John’s Lutheran Church* - Salisbury, NC   
 
 

Check NC Synod Web site 
for updates and registration information: www.nclutheran.org 

Look under EVENTS. 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE 
8:00 a.m. Registration, Exhibits, Displays, Stores 
8:45 a.m. Gathering Music 
9:00 a.m. Welcome, Devotions, Announcements 
9:30 a.m. Workshops 
Noon        Lunch 
1:15 p.m. Workshops 
2:30 p.m.: Closing Worship 
 

COST 
$12 per individual & $30 per family 
Registration fee includes: Lunch, 
refreshments and program materials. 
 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE for lunch at 
church is February 7, 2009. After Feb. 7, 
lunch is on your own. There are many 
local eating options. Those registering 
by Feb. 7 will receive a map and workshop 
schedule by mail. 
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Carolinas Global Mission Event 
REGISTRATION FORM 

 
February 21, 2009 

 
Please enclose a check (made to Carolinas GME) with  this registration form 
and mail to : Rev. John Weaver, 1146 Pinewood Ct., Newberry, SC 29108. 
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On Sunday,  
February 22 we will 
be doing some special 
things to note and 
celebrate BOLD 
WOMEN'S  
DAY: 
 
 

 
1.  During the Sunday 
School hour, we will show 
a DVD called "Created in 
the Image of God---a 
Community of Women." 
This program highlights 
the mission and ministry 
of women of the ELCA all 
over the U.S. AND you 
won't want to miss two of 
our very own "stars"!  
              

 
2.  We will be 
collecting yarn of every 
color and amount to 
donate to the women's 
program at the Lexington 
prison. Look for further 
information in the 
bulletin as BOLD 
WOMEN'S DAY GETS 
CLOSER.  We may have 
more surprises for you!  

 
As you look at women in your life, you see 
many who are BOLD or are taking BOLD 
steps in their careers, with their families or on 
their faith journey. But what does it mean for 
an organization to be bold?  Here are some 
excerpts from an article in Lutheran Woman 
Today (by Linda Post Bushkofsky, Jan/Feb 
2009): 
 
"A bold organization is courageous and 
daring, adventurous and imaginative.... These 
women are rooted in word and sacrament and 
their ministry flows from our Purpose 
Statement.  These women pray to and listen 
for God."    
 
On the other hand, there are organizations 
"that could be better described as tired and 
listless, just going through the motions.  With 
them the Purpose Statement is just a set of 
words, not a call to action. These women 
don't spend much time listening for 
God's call."   
 

 
As we look at our circles, who we are and what 
we do, where do we fall? Bold and daring?  Set 
in our ways? Or somewhere between the two? As 
we begin 2009 let us pray that we truly take to 
heart our commitment and strengthen our 
organization by using our talents, our time and 
our effort with boldness and with the help of the 
Holy Spirit.   
 
As a community of women  
       created in the image of God,  
       called to discipleship in Jesus Christ,  
       and empowered by the Holy Spirit… 
We commit ourselves to...     

grow in faith,   
affirm our gifts,   
support one another in our callings,  
engage in ministry and action, and  
  promote healing and wholeness  
    in the church, in our society,   
      and in the world. 
 

--Becky Hoppensteadt
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 The Circle of Hope will meet Monday, February 16th at the home of Cornelia Briggs at 
5:00.  There will be a potluck supper beginning around 5:30. The book chosen for our Book 
Study is entitled Lutheran Questions and Lutheran Answers.  
 
We hope to read the first seven chapters before we meet again so that everyone might be able to 
participate in the discussion. All women of the church are invited to attend, even if you haven’t 
read the book, and join in sharing and hearing the thoughts of some of your sisters. 
 
 
 
 
Circle of Faith will have their next meeting on Sunday, February 1 at 3:00 p.m. Martha Briggs 
will be holding the program for this meeting and Betty Jean Disher will be our Hostess.  
 
 
Circle of Love met on Jan 13th this past month and we enjoyed making prayer bracelets. 
Remember to pray daily for special people etc. Hope to see you at or next meeting February 10th 

at 7:00 p.m. 
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Our prayer shawl ministry will be meeting the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
every month at 1:00 p.m. in the Complex. Please contact Cornelia 
Briggs if you are interested. 
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  Dishes, cake pans, bowls, etc. are in the FEB, please swing by and check to see if 
they might belong to your family. Thank you.  
 
Other items have been placed on a table located between the mailboxes.  
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�
The 86th annual gathering of the North Carolina 
Lutheran Men in Mission will be held on Saturday, 
February 7, 2009, at Daniels Lutheran Church, 
Lincolnton, N. C. The announcement and 
registration form contains complete information 
about this event and are available from Tom Garret 
or Pastor Ray.  Registration begins at 11:00 a.m. 
There will be a light lunch available and worship 
begins at 1:00 p.m.  The business session 

immediately follows at the conclusion of the worship, and the banquet 
starts at 6:00 p.m.  Our keynote speaker will be Mr. Doug Haugen, the 
Director for Lutheran Men in Mission, and our banquet speaker will be 
retired Bishop David Donges from South Carolina.  The special activities 
planned for the ladies in the afternoon include a winery and pottery tour.  
 
More information is available on the LMM website - http://nclmm.org. 
Shrove Tuesday will be on Tuesday, February 24, please join us and enjoy 
a pancake supper. 
�
�
�
�

 
�
Thank you to all who have expressed sympathy concerning the death of 
Pastor Ray’s grandmother.  We very much appreciate your thoughts and 
prayers.   
 
 Pastors Ray and Ruth Ann 
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Junior Youth News      
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Greeters for this month: Cindy Fletcher         Communion Assistants: Paul Briggs & Vickie Whitehead 
Prayers: Alan Myers    Lector: Alan Hoppensteadt 
Acolyte: Corey Beck    Crucifier: Barret Beck 

Nursery: Jamie & Selina Everhart 
 

Sunday    8:30 a.m. Breakfast 9:15 a.m. Sunday School 10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1  
4th Sunday after 
Epiphany 

 
Kent Beck Team 
 
3:00 p.m. Circle of 
Faith Meeting 

2 3 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Circle of Love 
Meeting 
 
No Bible study 
tonight 
 

4 
10:30 a.m. Young at Heart 
Meeting at Lexington Style 
Trimmings 
 
12:00 p.m. Responsive 
Prayer and Bible Study  
 
1:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl 
Ministry  
 
6:00 p.m. Handbell practice 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice 

5 6 7 
LMM Gathering  
 
FEB reserved 5:30 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  
 
1:30-3:30 
Complex Field-
Soccer 

8 5th Sunday after 
Epiphany 
 
Gary Fletcher 
Team 
 
Youth meeting 
after worship 
service 
 
2:00 p.m. 
Confirmation 
Class 

9 10 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Bible Study 

11 
 
12:00 p.m. Responsive 
Prayer and Bible Study 
 
6:00 p.m. Education Board 
Meeting 
 
6:00 p.m. Handbell practice 
 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice 

12 
6:30 p.m. Finance 
Comm. Meeting 
 
7:00 p.m. Council 
Supper 
 
7:30 p.m. Council 
Meeting 

13 14 
Feed the Shelter 

 
Youth-Valentine 
Dinner 
 
1:30-3:30 Complex 
Field-Soccer 

15 6th Sunday 
after Epiphany 
 

Jerry Lovell Team 
 

Youth Board 
Meeting after 
worship service 
 
2:00 p.m. 
Confirmation Class 
 
Men host the 
Shelter 

16 
 
5:00 p.m. 
Circle of 
Hope 
meeting at 
Cornelia 
Briggs’ house 

17 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Bible Study 

18 
12:00 p.m. Responsive 
Prayer and Bible Study 
 
1:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
 
4:00 p.m. Worship Board 
meeting 
 
6:00 p.m. Handbell practice 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice 

19 
 
6:30 p.m. 
Lutheran Men’s 
Supper 

20  
 
LYO Assembly-
Greensboro 
Middle Youth 

21 
 
LYO Assembly 
Greensboro Middle 
Youth 
 
Carolinas Global 
Mission Even 
 
1:30-3:30 Complex 
Field -Soccer 

22 
Transfiguration of 
our Lord  

 
Ted Dorton Team 
 
LYO Assembly-
Greensboro Middle 
Youth 
 
 
4:00 p.m. Women of 
the ELCA Bold 
Meeting 

23 
 
 
FEB 
reserved 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m.  

24 

 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Shrove 
Tuesday 
Pancake 
Supper 

 
7:00 p.m. 
Bible Study 

25  

 Ash Wednesday 
 
 

12:00 p.m. Community 
Service at First United 
Methodist Church  
 

6:00 p.m. Handbell practice 
 
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday 
Service 
 
8:00 p.m. Choir practice 

26 
 
Young at Heart 
tentative date for 
Wytheville 
Virginia trip 

27 28 
 
1:30-3:30 Complex 
Field-Soccer 

 


